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On 26 January 1949, Geptein Joxas Osinde, hoad of the Coordinacion Federal 
section of tho Federal Police, delivered to the President a detailed report 
on Communist activities. Inrediately thereafter it was rumored in the 

Casa Mopada that Peron we preparing an offensive designed to curb Comwnist 
sabotage, slowdowns, and strikes in Argentine industry. ‘This action was said 
to have been suggested by Army heads, leaders of lhe Confederacion General 
del Trabajo (CGI), and severe] congressman, all of whom urged that the Fresi- 
dent take decisive action befers it is too late. 


Various government agencies (Federal Police, Army, Air roreo, CGT) have ine 
vestigated industriel sabotage and submitted reports to the President. Some 
of the sabotare reported to the executive office included fires, mechsnical 
breakdowns, rusted equipment, damaged fire-fishting equipment, cut belts, 
nails on roads leading to military eatablishments, water in gasoline tanks, 
sand in engines, ctc. Savernl Poronista congressmen, after conferring with 
police officials, are contemplating a congressional investigation to datermine 


’ the origin of recent fires anc railroad accidents. 


3. 


ho 


Ds 


The loaal nationalist organivesion, isoclacion Defensa Soelal Argentira (ADSA), 
initiated an investigation on 27 January to determine the extent of Communist 
penetration and sabotage in the textile and steel industries of the country. 
ADTA has eriticized the President for being slow in talcing action apainst 
saboteurs. 


Countermeasures adopted by the government have been relatively ineffective . 

The governnent has been unebic to discover whether the sabotage is a coordinated 
offensive of some political perty or merely a series of disconnected iucicents. 
Howewor, the consensus in government circles is that the Communists ero respon 
sible, in spite of the fact shat there is no concrete evidence to substantiate 
this assertion. 


Soldiers ars now being usec. m1: a 24-hour basis to guard airports against sabotare. 
Federal Police formerly mwevied sirports and other strategic installa ions, bat 
thoy are no longer able to cover adequately all the strategie areas ac it is now 
deoned advisable to leave no rovernnent Installstion or najor factory unjruarded. 
Consequently, the government is forming a special guard organization whose sole 
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purpose will be to prevent sabotage and Communist activities at airports 
railroads, factories, and other strategic installations. This spec: 
force will be under the jurisdiction of a combined military-civilies Labor 
board which will work in close cooperation with the Labor Departmen’, “he 
Federal Police, and the ‘zmed Jorces. 
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- Present indications are that ene of the first measures to be adopted by the 
governnent in its campaiom to reduce sabotage and boost production will be 
to arrest strike agitators and charge them with violation of law Nu. i2,92L 
which deals vith crimos against the security of the state. | 


Seven steel workers in Santiago del Estero (Juan Pereyra, Mario Daverio, Jose 
Peralta, Juan Jose Saneliez, Mario Zelada, Segundo Ledesma, and Jorge ilapur) 
were arrested on 2 February and charged with violation of law No. 22,9216. 
They immediately sent an appor.l to the Progident, out before reaching him it 
was destroyed by Juan Duarte, ths President's secretary. 


Five detectives of the Casa Rosada force have heen currently investipabing the 
labor situation in the meat peeking industry and, if necessary, will arrest 
agitators. : 


The railroad police of Roseric, with the help of Federal Police, ave reported 
to have conducted an extensive seareh for arms and ammunitioa in the railroad 
shops of Perez Millan (a smal community located on the Buenos Aires-‘osario 
railroad line, 183 kilometers from the Federal Capitel). It had bee: suspected 
that the Communists were using: the shops as an arms cache. “one of the valle 
road workers staged a protest strike because of the police investiga’ ion. 
Comandante Gerardo de Beawiont, interventor of the railroad, went to Rosarlo 
on 25 January to settle the matter. 


CONFIDENHAL— 


Approved For Release 1999/09/09 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002400280008-1 


ene sami eae aia 


